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Preface

   Going to heaven instead of to hell when we die is not the crowning jewel of Christianity. It is instead, intimacy with God now and forever. 
   The fruit of this God-man relationship is that it makes us fully human. Truly whole. Words cannot describe the overflowing, internal abundance of a man or woman who has entered into intimacy with Creator God. It is what He made us for! There is a sense of “I’m home at last” for those who find it.
   THE TRUE WORSHIPERS describes the LIFE that comes from the worship of God and discusses the process of entering into that LIFE. It assumes a literal and all-of-life-affecting rebirth. We must be born into a new realm or kingdom and place ourselves in subjection to a new ruler. The Bible speaks of that in Colossians 1:13-14 and Acts 26:18.

   Two series of thoughts, “The Call” and “The Worship of Surrender,” came to me in 1985 and you will read them in this material. A 1992 experience as a Bible teacher in Kenya further opened my eyes to the meaning of worship. Lights came on and it was the beginning of an even more serious pilgrimage. I’ll tell you more of that story shortly.
   I write hoping that this material will stimulate your personal walk with God. I’m not a scholar or expert, I’m only a fellow sojourner who is being slowly trans-formed into the image of Christ. These thoughts come out of deep heart-searching before God as I read the Word; observe my own life and that of others; and listen for His voice. This material is not written for a lecture type teacher as much as for a discussion facilitator among those who hunger and thirst for righteousness.  

   “The True Worshipers” might seem radical to some. If that is you, please consider why it is so. Is it possible that what is presented here is “normal” according to God’s plan and provision for mankind, but “radical” because of the measure to which we have redefined “Christian” so that we can more freely pursue our earthly affections?  

   Nothing that I write is ever finished. I will never be able to understand and express all of “truth” about even the smallest part of what God has to say about any topic – let alone this one!  It’s just that at some point one needs to hit the “send” button – and probably only minutes later I’ll wish I had said (or not said) this or that. 
   Additional scriptures will come to mind as you read. Jot them down and use them to go deeper. And I’m sure that insights from life and from the Spirit of God will pop into your head. 
   I find the allegory “The Prostitute Bride,” to be uncomfortably poignant. I hope you are gripped by the stark contrast between it and THE TRUE WORSHIPERS.
“May God grant you insight as you read; may He release true humility within you to help you receive from Him; and may you overflow with the LIFE of His Presence as you advance in your walk together.” 

                                                                                                   Ken Stoltzfus
Generic Discussion Questions

Here are several generic discussion questions that might be helpful as you work through this material. Topic-specific questions follow each chapter.

1) What in this section was provocative and life-giving to you?


2)  What additional scriptures came to your mind?

3)  Was there anything that calls for change in your Christian life?

4)  Was there anything in this section that troubles you?
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