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3)    God and the Nations 

 

   We think of nations as being sovereign entities whose existence and wellbeing are 

shaped by the will of man. That is true, but it’s not the whole story because nations 

and their leaders can become pawns in the contest between God and Satan.  

   Consider Acts 17:26, 27: From one man he made every nation of men, that they 

should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times set for them and the 

exact places where they should live. 27 God did this so that men would seek him and 

perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from each one of us. It’s 

clear, isn’t it, that God is involved in the events of nations for the purpose of making 

Himself known? 

   Didn’t God have His agenda, and Satan, his, in the events surrounding the birth of 

Jesus? Was Roman rule over the Jews at that time just a coincidence of history, or 

was it part of the setting that God formulated for Jesus’ birth? Was Herod’s 

determination to have Jesus killed as an infant, his idea alone, or was he provoked by 

Satan as part of his game plan?  

   Why did Hitler so hate the Jews and determine to exterminate them? Was that just 

his idea or was it part of a larger picture? Was he goaded by Satan to do such an 

awful thing as another expression of his battle with God? Was the timing happen-

stance or deliberate? Consider the reestablishment of Israel as a nation soon 

thereafter. 

   Is there any significance to the open hostility that is now being expressed by Iran 

and other Muslim/Arab leaders toward Israel? Is it part of Satan’s agenda against the 

Jews? Are such events part of something bigger than national or political interests – 

or even oil? Will God have the last word and use for good what Satan meant for evil? 

 

   Even when God allows a nation to experience the consequences of its sins, it isn’t 

only to punish them. It is also to make Himself known and to draw them back to 

Himself. In Ezekiel 14:1-4 He speaks warning to those who have rejected Him and in 

v5 He says: I will do this to recapture the hearts of the people of Israel, who have all 

deserted me for their idols. Then there’s vv 10a and 11: They will bear their guilt  - - 

11 Then the people of Israel will no longer stray from me, nor will they defile 

themselves anymore with all their sins. They will be my people, and I will be their 

God, declares the Sovereign LORD.     

   God will always be about His business through nations, both good and evil. Think 

about how often He used them to bless or chastise Israel in Old Testament days. 

Embracing this perspective gives one a Cosmic Worldview – and a rock to stand on! 

 

   There will only ever be one Jewish nation, and I am not saying that America was 

a modern-day Israel, but I will propose that God did a deliberate and special thing in 

our country. I believe that He led in the founding of America, and then blessed us 
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with freedom and opportunity so that He could make Himself known to the ends of 

the earth through these resources. He does that sort of thing.    

   Except for the Jews, no peoples in history have been blessed in the measure that 

United States of America has been. I believe that we have prospered not only 

because of our moral and Biblical foundations and the benefits of democracy, but 

because we were a specific component in God’s plan to take the Good News to the 

ends of the earth as part of the Cosmic Battle. It is true, that until recently most of the 

missionary and world evangelism effort has been carried out by American 

Christians. 

   However, change has come to our great land and we must prepare for what lies 

ahead. We need a Cosmic Worldview if we expect to stand. We must connect with 

God and His eternal purposes as the battle in the heavenlies intensifies. Satan wants 

us to find our significance and wholeness in the passing things of the world, and to 

thus be discouraged. As the days grow darker he will use fear of various kinds to 

attempt to manipulate us toward actions that would deny God and set us up to betray 

one another. Time will tell, if the thoughts that came to me on Oct. 10, 2008 (A Day 

of Repentance, Reconciliation and Restoration) are from the heart of God. 

 

   I like how Ezekiel 36:22-23 and similar texts represent the way in which, and the 

purposes for which, God works among the nations. None of us knows what lies 

ahead for America and the rest of the world. But let’s have new “eyes to see and ears 

to hear.” Let’s embrace a Cosmic Worldview and start thinking more about Kingdom 

agenda, asking Him to reveal to us how and why He is moving among the nations. 

He is, and we get to be a part of that if we choose to!  

   Could we plead with Him to speak deeply to us, that we would be faithful to Him 

and become partners with him – to whatever end He has for us personally and as a 

nation? While we would hope that it will result in deliverance for America, we 

would not mandate that to God or make it a precondition to our focus upon Him. 

This, is about s3omething higher. Much higher!  
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