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13) At what point will Christian betray Christian when things get tough? 

 
Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; and children will rise up against 

parents and cause them to be put to death. Mt. 10:21 

At that time many will fall away and will betray one another and hate one another. Mt. 24:10  

This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have loved you. 
13 

Greater love 

has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends. John 15:12-13  

We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives 

for the brethren. I John 3:16 (see 13-17)  (above scriptures from the nasb) 
 

Key Greek words in these verses:  betray, paradidōmi, Strong's G3860  -  love, agapaō, Strong's G25 

hate, miseo, Strongs G3404 -  brother, adelphos, Strong's G80  -  life, psychē, Strong's G5590 

 

Love and Humility or Pride? 

   The love and humility that enable one to think 

more highly of others than of ourselves (Philip. 

2:3-4) is foundational for loyalty in tough times. 

It is they, which also empower one to serve 

others, even "the least of these," in present times. 

   Humility is a character issue and a spiritual 

virtue. It keeps us from elevating ourselves above 

others regardless of financial status, education, 

intelligence, Bible knowledge, good looks, 

position in any setting in society including  the 

church, and even our gender. 

   Pride will cause some to betray their brother. 

Because of their sense of superiority they will 

feel they are enough more important that they 

should live freely - - maybe even supposedly so 

they can help God or others in those times. 

   Certain Christian belief systems are more 

dogmatic and aloof than others, which makes it 

harder for their adherents to appropriately value 

those of a different stripe. 

   Love and humility, or pride in ones’ life now, 

indicates what to expect in troubled times. 
 

   I am not saying that the following things will 

happen in the near future. What I am saying is 

that Jesus said they would take place and the 

necessary ingredients are now present and are 

growing exponentially – but it will only happen 

when God says “Go.” In the meantime, are we 

ready, or willing to get ready? 

   Let’s not be naïve. These are things to be 

considered quietly and prayerfully. And maybe 

it’s something that we should talk about. 
 

A Word in the Night   (distributed in class 10/23/16) 

See “Betrayal”, Part VII, Chap. 28, Page 48, in 

“The Cosmic Battle and the American Christian” 

at: www.john2031.com/books/tcb/main.html 
 

Trustworthy?    (same source as “Betrayal,” page 49) 

   Deep personal relationships are a powerful 

deterrent to compromise. Our present 

independence and individualism will contribute 

to compromise because it is so self-centered.  

   How many Christians do you think ask 

themselves, “Which of my friends would ‘pay the 

price’ for me rather than betray me?” Have you 

asked that? Do you know?  

   Do you have friends whom you could depend 

on to remain loyal to you even if it meant 

suffering or death for them? Who would hide or 

protect you if those who meant you harm because 

of your stand for Christ, came after you? And to 

whom would you express the same loyalty?  

   I say frankly that many Christians today would 

fail such a test. Can you recognize meaningful 

friendships that you know wouldn’t hold up to 

that? Can you candidly identify those who 

warmly greet you on Sunday morning and maybe 

even hug you and say “God bless you,” but who 

could find higher loyalties in tough times?  
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   Trustworthiness is not based on appearance of 

spirituality or on ones’ testimony. There’s a lot of 

“fluff” out there. Nor is it based on agreement on 

Christian doctrine or practice. Some who 

embrace the same theological package as you; 

and go to the same church; and worship with 

similar expression; and serve on the same 

committees – could betray you when push comes 

to shove. I’m sorry, but it’s true.  

   Both loyalty and betrayal will come from 

unexpected places. Consider how in the Rwanda 

genocide of 1994, a Hutu would massacre a Tutsi 

who had been a lifelong friend, but in another 

case a Hutu would risk his life by hiding a Tutsi 

who wasn’t even a close friend. There will be 

persons whose strong, core human decency will 

empower them to remain loyal longer than some 

of the super-saints in the church. We don’t 

always know the trigger points in others that will 

cause them to turn their hearts – or their backs, 

toward us. We will be disappointed but let’s not 

be dismayed. God is still with us. 
 

   We learn to trust or not trust others on the 

basis of knowing them. And we know people we 

spend time with. Christians must quietly but 

deliberately forge relationships that will sustain a 

test of loyalty. 

   One way is to have people over to your home or 

go out to eat together, and as God leads, attempt 

to move the conversation along serious lines. Or 

observe your Sunday School class or a Bible 

study and ask God to show you someone there 

who might enter into a more serious, one-on-one 

discussion. Christians are often far too superficial 

to know each other to any depth. We also learn to 

know others by playing or working together, but 

at some point we need to get beyond the 

superficial. 
 

   Here are several practical points as you 

consider who might (or might not) be a loyal 

brother or sister. Ask God to help you see the real 

person inside them. Be assured that there will be 

some surprises – both ways! 

 Look for a shared, life-shaping commitment to 

Jesus, where your fellowship with each other is 

rooted in your common fellowship with God, as 

in I John 1:3. 

 Those who have already made sacrificial life-

choices based on their walk with Him have 

demonstrated His place in their life in a way 

that gives you clues. The flip side is as true. 

 Personal integrity. Who are the people of their 

word? Who can you depend on in the little 

things? Whose “Yes is yes and no, no?” Learn 

from that. 

 Who demonstrates consistency between their 

life inside the church and in everyday life? 

 Who greets you warmly but then talks 

negatively about you behind your back? 
 

   I propose that among the most trustworthy in 

the church will be those whom we sometimes 

consider marginal Christians. They hold them-

selves back from the mainstream church-going 

crowd and hang around the fringes. And some-

thing else - they may sport more Harley t-shirts 

and tattoos then the in-crowd does. The fact is 

that many of them hold back because they are too 

“real” to give themselves to the superficiality and 

hypocrisy of the larger church.  

   I say confidently that when the going gets 

tough, the tough will get going. Wait and see – 

they will be the most trustworthy group among 

us. In the meantime, they have more depth than 

we give them credit for and there’s a lot we could 

learn from them.     
 

   It’s also true that in tough times we’ll find 

ourselves joined at the heart to persons from 

Christian persuasions and practices that we now 

find it so easy to set aside. Those secondary 

theological issues; the cultural stuff; the symbols 

of faithfulness; the religious traditions – all will 

fall away as our lives merge under our Lord Jesus 

Christ. The adamant teetotaler may be sheltered by 

the one who enjoys a glass of wine. The one who 

still needs his “puff” might protect the one who 

formerly judged him so harshly. And vice versa. 
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