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THE LARGE COAT LOCKER is for your

convenience and keeps coats from

being soiled or wrinkled. Small
luggage may be placed in racks

easily accessible above cach seat.

MODERN BUFFET SERVICE keeps food
piping hot. The compact buffet
makes the stewardess’'s work casy
and assures you of food that will

satisify the most discriminating taste

UNIFORM HEATING SYSTEM keeps
cabin temperature even. Heat enters
through diffusers built into the
aisle lights and is exhausted at ports

necar the base of cach pair of seats.




ROOM FOR RELAXATION is assured
by wide, adjustable seats — spaced
for plenty of foot room. The interior
design emphasizes the fact that the

DC-4 was planned for personal case

TWO LAVATORIES arc provided —
ateractively finished, with indirect
fluorescent lighting. Modern con-
veniences include a 24-volt outlet

that will operate an electric razor

THE TRICYCLE LANDING GEAR assurcs
you of comfort during take-off and
landing. There is never any uphill
climb in a DC-4, for the cabin floor

is always in a horizontal position




The silver DC-4—as it stands on the runway today,
ready to take you on your air journey—represents
vears of study and progress and millions of flight-
miles. Behind it are the years the Douglas Aircraft
Company spent in perfecting airliners for safe,
dependable flying in scheduled operation.

Before the war the twenty-one passenger, twin-
engine DC-3 was the outstanding airliner in its
class and became the standard of the world. So,
when your airline and the other major airlines
foresaw the need for a larger, faster, more luxuri-
ous airplane to meet the growing needs of air
travel, they came to Douglas.

The airlines wanted a four-engine airplane with
a great range—one that would embody all the
latest and best technical improvements in modern

flying. Douglas went to work, and months later—
after weeks of exacting flight tests—the DC-4 went
into production. It was the most advanced airliner
in the world, and the airlines of America were,
years ahead, ready to announce that the new age
of air travel had arrived.

Then came December 7, 1941, and war.

Nine new DC-4's were nearing completion on
the Douglas Company’s production line when war

was declared. The DC-4’s, designed for peacetime
travel, were quickly modified for military opera-
tion and renamed the C-54. As the C-54’s took off
for war, they embarked upon the greatest “flight
test” in the entire history of aviation.

When the war ended there were army and navy
airlines flying C-54’s on scheduled flights to every
Pacific outpost, to Alaska, to Greenland and Ice-
land, to England and Africa, across India into
China, and finally from China and Ceylon across
to Japan and Australia—a network of C-54 airlines
completely around the world.



Never in the annals of flight had one airplane
been assigned to perform the task that the C-54
was called upon to do. Never had any airplane’s
flight program called for such an unmerciful ham-
mering, day and night, month after month.

From March 1, 1942, to September, 1945, the
C-54’s operated by the Naval Air Transport Com-
mand flew more than a billion passenger miles, and
—in the Pacific operation during this period—they
flew millions of miles, carrying uncounted tons of
munitions and supplies.

For months the C-54’s of the Army Air Trans-
port Command averaged 20 round trips per day
over the North Atlantic — more than a million
plane miles per month. During one six-month
period these airplanes completed more than 2500
flights and more than 4000 inter-continental trips
for the ATC. The C-54’s, both for the Navy as
well as the Army, were converted into hospital
ships. They flew blood plasma to the battle zones
and brought thousands of wounded men home to

base hospitals. Thousands of men were flown home
in comfort and safety after the war,

The C-54's that turned in this phenomenal
record were flown under all conditions and with
loads that shocked commercial airline operators.
They were repaired in bases in sub-zero weather
and under blazing tropical sun, without proper
tools in many cases, and by mechanics trained in
only a few weeks at Douglas service schools.

The C-54 proved itself so remarkably that the
ATC used it exclusively to fly “VIP's” — Very
Important People. President Roosevelt had a C-54
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for his exclusive use. One was sent to Churchill. It
flew all the top army and navy commanders, as well
as the heads of the Allied governments, to many
of their important conferences — and established
seven world flight records in doing so.

At the end of the war the C-54 emerged the
“perfect” airplane, tested under wartime conditions
and with millions of miles of flying behind it.
Paradoxically, it was a proved commercial airliner
that had never carried a commercial passenger.

Today the DC-4’s are flying the world’s airlanes
again. This time, however, they are flying under
the banners of the airlines, and their cabins have
been completely redesigned for your comfort and
convenience. No other transport airplane flying
today has a comparable operational record.

The DC-4 waiting at the flight ramp for your
pleasure in the new air age is truly an airplane
with a heritage.
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